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PREFACE 


Diabetes Literature Index is a publication of the National Institute of Arthritis, 
Metabolism, and Digestive Diseases which has been prepared from MEDLARS 
(Medical Literature Analysis and Retrieval System) tapes furnished by the National 
Library of Medicine. This specialized information medium is being published to fill 
an existing great need in the field of diabetes and to assist the Institute in meeting 
its obligations to foster and support laboratory and clinical research into the nature, 
causes, and therapy for diabetes. Publication of Diabetes Literature Index makes 
available an index of all current scientific papers relevant to this field from the 
world literature. 


It is hoped that the issuing of Diabetes Literature Index under the auspices of 
the National Institute of Arthritis, Metabolism, and Digestive Diseases will provide 
a much needed current awareness tool to scientists and will facilitate greater inte- 
gration of research and clinical efforts in this field. Diabetes Literature Index has 
been published monthly since January 1966 and is cumulated at the end of each 
calendar year. 


This publication is available free to National Institutes of Health grantees and 
contractors working in the field of diabetes, and libraries of medical schools. 
Requests from these qualified individuals to receive free copies of this publication 
must include their grant or contract number and the title of their project. These 


requests as well as address changes and other communications from these qualified 
recipients of free copies should be addressed to: 


Scientific Communications Office 

Diabetes Literature Index 

National Institute of Arthritis, 
Metabolism, and Digestive Diseases 

Building 31, Room 9A-03 

Bethesda, Maryland 20014 


Other individuals and other libraries may receive this publication by sub- 
scribing directly to the Superintendent of Documents. Subscription price per 
year in the United States, Canada, and Mexico, $26.50 (cumulative index 
issue not included; will be on sale, price to be determined later); foreign, $6.65 
additional; and $2.25 for a single copy. Payment is required in advance, and 
check or money order should be made payable to the Superintendent of Docu- 
ments. Address changes for subscribers should be sent directly to: 


Superintendent of Documents 
U.S. Government Printing Office 
Washington, D.C. 20402 


The Secretary of the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare has deter- 
mined that the publication of this periodical is necessary in the transaction of the 
public business required by law of this Department. Use of funds for printing this 
periodical has been approved by the Director of the Office of Management and 
Budget through April 30, 1978 





EDITORIAL NOTE 


Diabetes Literature Index, a publication of the 
National Institute of Arthritis, Metabolism, anc 
Digestive Diseases (NIAMDD), was brought about 
through the cooperative efforts of two divisions of 
the National Institutes of Health (NIAMDD and 
the National Library of Medicine), a professional 
society (American Diabetes Association), three 
Universities (University of Minnesota, University of 
Rochester, and Case Western Reserve University) 
as well as a number of individual scientists. In this 
rather unique cooperative project, initiated in 1958, 
duplication of effort has been reduced to a mini- 
mum. The digital information generated from the 
original input of bibliographic citations to the 
National Library of Medicine’s MEDLARS system 
is processed by computer in several different ways 
and ultimately used to compose the final printed 
pages of this Diabetes Literature Index. 


Each month the MEDLARS magnetic tape fur- 
nished by the National Library of Medicine (NLM) 
is used for identification of the diabetes related litera- 
ture. All bibliographic citations classified under sub- 
ject headings which we have designated as Priority I, 
represent articles that are 100% diabetes-related; 
they are automatically copied onto a new magnetic 
tape and constitute over seventy percent of the cita- 
tions appearing in this index. The citations appearing 
under Priority II and III are subject headings which 
include both diabetes-related and unrelated articles; 
these are printed on cards by the computer. The 
diabetes related citations are identified manually and 
the corresponding digital information is added to the 
next month’s Priority I magnetic tape. 


In the selection of this bibliography, diabetes- 
related literature has been defined in a rather arbitrary 
but broad, comprehensive manner with a view toward 
providing the widest possible coverage of related 
areas. To this end the following subjects have been 
included: the Islets of Langerhans in the pancreas, 
including their structure and pathologic alterations; 
insulin, its properties, assay, synthesis, release or 
degradation; the direct and indirect effects of insulin 
on target organs; blood glucose level, hyper- 2nd 
hypo-glycemia; insulin antibodies and insulin resist- 
ance; insulin allergy; recent developments in inter- 
mediary metabolism; experimetal and clinical as- 


pects of diabetes, signs, symptoms, diagnosis, treat- 
ment, complications, and associated conditions. Also 
included are other hormones and agents whose effects 
are similar, opposite, synergistic or antagonistic to 
insulin, either in their primary or secondary effects 
on target organs. It should be noted that there are 
undoubtedly some omissions due to the empirical 
definition of the diabetes-related literature which was 
adopted and also-to the difficulties attendant in pre- 
paring such a large-scale bibliography by machine. 


The Diabetes Literature Index is published in three 
formats: a hierarchical subject index, a key word in 
title index, and an author index. The magnetic tape 
version of these indexes, prepared at the University of 
Minnesota, is used to generate the copy for offset 
printing by the Government Printing Office on their 
Linotron. 


Hierarchical Subject Index: This index differs from 
Index Medicus in that related terms are grouped to- 
gether in a hierarchical relationship. Thus, all cita- 
tions which are indexed under blood sugar, glucose 
tolerance, hyperglycemia, hypoglycemia, and glyco- 
suria are grouped under the general heading “blood 
sugar, urine sugar and related topics.” In both the 
Diabetes Key Word Index and in Index Medicus 
these terms are arranged alphabetically, and the cor- 
responding citations are distributed at many different 
page locations. In some instances where only a few 
citations appear under several similar subject head- 
ings, these are grouped together under a more generic 
term; at times, a new non-MEDLARS index term is 
created to cover these groupings of subject headings. 
In some instances where many citations appear under 
a single subject heading, these are subdivided by 
using subheadings. 


Although the hierarchical subject index is, in a 
sense, a miniaturized version of Index Medicus (deal- 
ing with the core diabetes literature) it provides a 
much greater depth of indexing. Many relevant cita- 
tions included in the Diabetes Literature Index do not 
appear under the corresponding subject headings in 
Index Medicus; because of space limitations, only 
two or three of the ten or more index terms included 
on the MEDLARS magnetic tape are used in the 
printed version of Index Medicus. At times the reason 
why a given citation appears under a specific subject 





heading may not be apparent from the article title. 
However, examination of the list of index terms for 
this citation (included in the Author Index under the 
principal author) will give the basis for this inclusion. 


Beginning with the January 1971 issue, two sec- 
tions are included in the Hierarchical Subject Index. 
In Section 1, “Diabetes Mellitus and Related Topics,” 
the major subdivisions include the MEDLARS terms: 
Islets of Langerhans, Pancreas, Insulin, Glucagon, 
Blood and Urine Sugar; the subsection on “Diabetes,” 
(Section 1.F) is extensively subdivided and many 
subheadings are used. In Section 2, “Endocrinology” 
is divided into subsections dealing with the individual 
endocrine glands. Hierarchical subject indexes related 
to Biochemistry and the organ systems (included in 
the experimental issues, published in February and 
March, 1969) are not included at this time; terms 
related to these subjects are, however, included in the 
Keyword Index. 


A list of the subject headings included in the tree 
structure of the hierarchy (with their corresponding 
index numbers) and an alphabetic cross index of 
these subject headings is printed immediately pre- 
ceding the Hierarchical Subject Index. 


Key Word Index: For all of the diabetes-related 
literature chosen, key words in the title are identified 
by the computer and an expanded magnetic tape is 
prepared, listing the complete bibliographic citation 
under each key word. Most editorial decisions are 
made by the computer-disk-look-up-program using a 
master list of terms. Trivial words are deleted and 
specific word combinations are also selected. Abbre- 
viations and word variant forms are replaced by the 
more commonly used key word. Inconsistencies be- 
tween the British and American spellings are elimi- 
nated. In no case, however, is a change made within 


the title itself. Words which have not appeared pre- 
viously in the system are identified by the computer 
program and flagged for human decision. 


With the publication of the hierarchical subject 
index, the key word index has been shortened. Dia- 
betes is not included as a term in the key word index 
as it is covered in great detail in the hierarchical sub- 
ject index. Although users may find the hierarchical 
subject index more useful for coverage of their broad 
interests, the key word index is advantageous in locat- 
ing citations dealing with very specific terms—for 
example those relating to biochemistry or the organ 
systems. The key word index is of special value in 
locating citations dealing with the frontiers of diabetes 
research, for new terms appearing in the title are 
immediately included in the key word index. 


Author Index: Because of space limitations, the 
printed version of Index Medicus excludes all but the 
first three authors in multiple author publications. 
However since the last author is often the best known, 
this name may be the most useful for reference or 
retrieval; therefore, all authors are included in the 
Diabetes Literature Author Index. These are auto- 
matically identified by the computer program and an 
alphabetized magnetic tape is prepared in which the 
complete bibliographic citation is included under each 
author. In addition, all of the index terms used by the 
NLM for each citation are listed under the principal 
author, thus providing an overview of the subject 
content of the article. 


Users planning to systematically cover all articles 
appearing in a given month may do so by scanning 
the author index, limiting their perusal to the principal 
author, i.e., those citations which contain the 
MEDLARS index terms. 
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drowicz M, Szymanska M Anaesth Resusc Inten- 
sive Ther 2: 373-7, Oct-Dec 74 (Eng) 
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